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ABOUT CALIFORNIA COUNCIL ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (CCST) 
 
CCST is a nonpartisan nonprofit created via the California Legislature in 1988 to provide objective advice from 
California’s leading scientists and research institutions on policy issues involving science. California’s policies are 
stronger with science, and CCST is uniquely qualified as an expert organization, modeled after the National 
Academies of Sciences, to convene a statewide network of science, technology, policy, and philanthropy experts 
across disciplines and institutions. CCST has built a solid foundation of relationships with leading philanthropists in 
California.  
 
CCST’s mission is to make California’s policies stronger with science. CCST meets critical information needs of state 
decision makers through our science services, including the CCST Science Fellows program, peer-reviewed reports, 
expert briefings, and workshops.  
  
These science services are especially vital to informing decision making in an environment of accelerating change 
and increasing uncertainty. As complex issues such as COVID-19 force us to re-imagine the way we live and work, 
California faces an unprecedented opportunity to reshape our future by reinvesting in innovative ways to advance 
social good.  
  
As the needs of decision makers grow, CCST is leveraging our science services to better meet these needs.  To 
solve our immediate social problems and reshape California’s future, state decision makers need timely, 
actionable science and technology advice from trusted, independent sources. 
 
For more information, please visit https://ccst.us/. 
 
POSITION OVERVIEW 
 
CCST is seeking a Director of Philanthropy who will work closely with the Executive Director and CCST leadership 
team to lead CCST to its next level of major gift engagement throughout California. This position reports to the 
Executive Director and is located in Sacramento, though working remotely may be considered. This position requires 
travel in California. 
 
REPORTING RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Position reports directly to the Executive Director and works closely with the Board of Directors and other CCST 
volunteers. Currently the position has no managerial responsibilities. 
 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

• Identify cultivate, solicit and steward financial gifts of $25,000 or more with an emphasis on gifts of $100,000 
or more. 

• Create and implement strategy to complete $30MM endowment campaign. 
• Create and implement strategy to create sustainable revenue streams. 
• Work with Board members and other volunteers to advance the fundraising goals of the organization, 

including development of skills and management of prospects. 
• Support, research and make recommendations to Executive Director and Board for potential new Board 

members. 
• Maintain and advance portfolio of individual major gift prospects. 
• Engage philanthropists and thought leaders through intimate gatherings to discuss science-informed policy. 
• Identify, cultivate, solicit and steward foundations for annual and multiyear gifts and grants, and 

sponsorships. 
• Other duties as requested by the Executive Director. 
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QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• Ten years or more experience of progressively challenging fundraising positions 
• Bachelor’s degree required, graduate degree or advanced fundraising certification preferred 
• Passion for the mission of CCST 
• Demonstrated success operating in a multi-faceted fundraising organization with proven ability and success 

in identifying, cultivating and closing high-level donor gifts of $100,000+ 
• Experience working with high-net worth individuals and ability to maintain high level of confidentiality  
• Experience presenting to and communicating with internal and external audiences including powerful 

industry, policy and philanthropy leaders 
• Excellent interpersonal skills, with ability to work as a team member within an established office structure 
• Knowledge and implementation of fundraising and nonprofit best practices 
• Recognized ability to meet multiple deadlines by maintaining a high level of organization while also 

remaining flexible 
• Excellent strategy and problem-solving skills 
• Planned giving experience required 
• Superior written and verbal communication, active listening, and critical thinking skills 
• Knowledge and use of database applications for moves management, reports and list segmentation. (CCST 

has just converted to Salesforce CRM.)  
• Strong research, planning, analytical, problem solving and organization skills 
• Understanding of California, Silicon Valley and San Francisco Bay Area, Los Angeles and other key 

California markets – their mindset and innovation culture 
• Experience in a science-based organization is a plus 
• Experience working in a policy-based organization is a plus 
• Proficiency with CRM, Microsoft office; preferred experience with Asana, Slack 
• Ability to travel throughout California 

 
TO APPLY 
 
To apply for this position, or for additional information on the opportunity, please send a copy of your resume with a 
cover letter to Victoria Silverman at apply@cooksilverman.com. 
 
All applications and inquiries will receive a response and be kept strictly confidential. 
 
CCST is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 


