Winning formula

AAP won on its governance record, but its
tactics do not undermine the BJP’s politics

The spectacular victory of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
in the Delhi Assembly election is matched in its intensi-
ty by the resounding defeat of the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP). Having been in power for the last five years,
AAP’s second consecutive victory is not an electoral en-
chantment of a start-up, but an endorsement of its
track record. Along the way, its founder and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has perfected a political cock-
tail that turned out to be the most potent counter to the
toxic religious polarisation that the BJP has come to
champion. His governance brought succour to Delhi’s
poorest and the most vulnerable in the form of better
and accessible education, health care and water in par-
ticular. It is clear that they voted with their feet, and
reinvested their faith in the maverick politician. On a
strong footing on the administrative front, Mr. Kejriwal
deployed his characteristic dexterity to sidestep the
BJP’s landmines with their aim of communal polarisa-
tion. In the process, he narrowed politics to an efficient
delivery of public services and either skirted around all
contemporary issues of wider import, or tacitly sided
with the majoritarian sentiments on them. Devoid of a
governance story, the BJP dragged electioneering to a
new low to marginally improve from its 2015 tally. To
that extent, the Delhi outcome exposes the limits of di-
visive politics and incentivises sensitive governance.

To read the Delhi result as a setback to Hindutva pol-
itics and a celebration of good governance emptied of
all politics, however, will be a misleading exaggeration.
True, Delhi is the latest in a series of blows against the
BJP since its 2019 parliamentary victory, but it must be
flattered by the manner in which its strongest opponent
did not directly take it on. AAP did not contest the BJP
on questions it framed. AAP’s success has not been in
defeating the politics of the BJP, but in skirting it alto-
gether. Nevertheless, the lesson that the BJP is likely to
learn from Delhi is that hyperventilating on nationalist
causes is not a sufficient condition for victory, particu-
larly in State elections, and governance does count. Re-
peated electoral upsets might spur some voices of dis-
sent in the BJP, hitherto muffled. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah may have
to rework their political idiom in order to hold sway.
They might even borrow from the AAP playbook, but it
will be the non-BJP parties including the Congress that
drew a blank for the second time in Delhi, that will be
dissecting the results for clues to a winnable non-BJP
plank. But it would be a mistake to conclude that taking
on majoritarianism by the horns is a poor strategy. The
lesson is that any effective opposition to the BJP will
have to develop an alternative politics that centrestages
people’s everyday concerns, and their hopes and ex-
pectations about life and livelihood.

First call

India and Sri Lanka share close ties,
but distrust and differences remain

y making New Delhi their first stop abroad, Sri
Lanka’s new President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who

visited in November, and Prime Minister Mahin-
da Rajapaksa, after a five-day tour, have signalled hope
of beginning a new India-Sri Lanka chapter. Contrary to
their last stint which ended in 2015, when Mahinda Ra-
japaksa was President, and his younger brother Gota-
baya was Defence Secretary, and ties underwent a
strain for several reasons, New Delhi too has indicated
that it would like to make a fresh start, working on deve-
lopment projects, including a joint India-Japan propo-
sal for the East Container Terminal at Colombo. Mahin-
da Rajapaksa has also discussed extending the
$400-million Line of Credit and India’s further assis-
tance for nationwide housing. Air connectivity to Sri
Lanka’s north and east is already being improved —
there is a flight from India to Jaffna, and another one be-
ing proposed for Batticaloa. On security, Mr. Rajapaksa
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed intelli-
gence sharing, training and the utilisation of a special
$50-million Line of Credit extended by India after last
year’s Easter Sunday bombings. India, Sri Lanka and
the Maldives are expected to revive their trilateral on
security, including joint maritime security talks and an-
ti-terror cooperation. Finally, Mr. Rajapaksa reaffirmed
his belief that among Sri Lanka’s friendships, India is
seen as a “relative”, given their history and culture.
The bonhomie is palpable, but the faultlines were al-
so visible. Prime Minister Modi said India hopes that
the “expectations of the Tamil people for equality, jus-
tice, peace, and respect” would be realised and that de-
volution of powers according to the 13th amendment
would be taken forward. Mr. Rajapaksa has given no
commitment on this and said, in an interview to
The Hindu, that he favoured the 13A but not solutions
that were “unacceptable to the majority [Sinhala] com-
munity”. India’s case for the special status for the North
and East also comes across as contrary to the Modi go-
vernment’s strong stand about removal of the special
status for Jammu and Kashmir. Mr. Rajapaksa has ruled
out taking forward the MoU signed by his predecessor
Ranil Wickremesinghe allowing Indian participation in
energy and infrastructure projects in Trincomalee; an
Indian stake in “Mattala airport” is not on the cards
either. However, of note is his appeal for India to help
Sri Lanka deal with its debt crisis — nearly $60-billion
outstanding in foreign and domestic, and about $5-bil-
lion a year in repayments. New Delhi must consider his
request for a three-year moratorium and be upfront
about its response, in contrast to the past when New
Delhi did not take up an offer to develop Hambantota
port, and ceded space to China. Ignoring or rebuffing
the new request could damage bilateral ties far more.

The other Delhi is distant yet

The Delh1 elections have only underlined the vast gulf between the national power centre and the regional State

SATISH DESHPANDE

eing both the symbolic space
Bthat holds the reins of power

over the nation-state and a
geographical place that hosts mil-
lions of everyday lives, Delhi is pol-
itically split. Local elections in Del-
hi are neither simply provincial
nor straightforwardly national.
The Sufi saint Nizamuddin Auliya’s
famous words, “Hunooz Dilli door
ast” (Delhi is distant yet), apply to
the city itself. Though they co-ex-
ist in the same city, the different
avatars of Delhi can be quite far
from each other. The elections to
the Delhi State Assembly have un-
derlined as never before the vast
gulf between the national power
centre and the regional State.

Study in contrasts
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
contested the Delhi election as
though it was an extension of the
2019 Lok Sabha campaign. The
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) fought the
election as though it was about
municipal matters such as water
and electricity and nothing else.
The Indian National Congress
(INC) pretended that it was not
pretending to fight the election.
These contrasting styles of cam-
paigning point to the larger chal-
lenges facing not just our polity
but the very idea of India today.
But before looking at the reasons
why this is so, a quick look at the
result.

AAP won 62 of 70 Assembly
seats, with the BJP bagging 8,

while the INC experienced an even
more emphatic whitewash than in
2015. But do these results support
the swift and sure conclusions that
are already being drawn by the
pundits? Has achieving a second
landslide win truly vindicated the
AAP strategy of presenting itself as
a non-ideological management
consultancy that refuses to engage
with the burning political issues of
the day?

Does a second successive defeat
in its Lok Sabha stronghold —
where it won all seven seats in the
past two general elections — mean
that the BJP’s politics of hate has fi-
nally failed? And does a repeat
rout in a State that it ruled for 15
years imply that the INC must now
be issued a political death certifi-
cate? Though the details will be-
come clear only later, it does look
like the immediate answer to each
of these questions must be a qual-
ified no.

Even before the results were de-
clared, it was clear that this was an
election where the manner in
which BJP conducted its campaign
was more important — almost —
than the outcome. It is hard to
come up with another State elec-
tion where electioneering has
been so full of shrill, hate-filled ag-
gression designed to incite vio-
lence.

In fact, the BJP tried its hardest
to make this election into an anti-
minority vendetta centred on the
protests at Shaheen Bagh. Its for-
midable media resources were de-
ployed to paint all opposition to
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019, or CAA, 2019, and the Na-
tional Register of Citizens (NRC) as
anti-national, terrorist-inspired,
and based on paid protesters. The
public language of politics was
made to plumb new depths as se-

nior leaders repeatedly said and
did things that violated every
norm of basic decency. The even-
tual outcome of this contest
seemed to pale into insignificance
in the face of the new norms of
political engagement that were be-
ing enforced.

But the defeat of the BJP in Del-
hi does not necessarily mean that
these tactics have backfired, or
even that they have failed. It only
means that they did not succeed in
this place at this time. The big bo-
nus for the BJP is that its strongest
opponent did not oppose these
tactics. In fact, AAP often seemed
as if it was playing a different kind
of dog whistle politics that was say-
ing, in effect, “Don’t worry, we
have no problem with communal
politics, but please don’t ask us to
say it openly.”

Now that it has won big, this
policy of non-engagement is being
presented as an astute strategy.
But its short-term electoral gains
need to be compared to its medi-
um-term political costs. The BJP
has been so successful in redraw-
ing the terms of political discourse
that not only AAP but most other
political parties have been forced
to take a few steps in the same di-
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rection to polish their majoritarian
credentials.

Regional versus national
The consequences of this play-it-
electorally-safe strategy are visible
in the impasses of a polity split
between the regional and national
levels. A party with local roots
strong enough to sweep two As-
sembly elections could not even
get to second place in the parlia-
mentary elections — AAP placed
third in the Lok Sabha polls, be-
hind the INC. On the other hand,
despite having lost several State
elections, the BJP continues to
have an iron grip on the national
polity and enjoys an unchallenged
monopoly over agenda-setting at
this level. In the past, our psephol-
ogist pundits nodded wisely at this
emerging split in our electoral sys-
tem and told us that it showed the
shrewdness of the Indian voter
who was pursuing different priori-
ties at the two levels. Today, when
all our institutions are being un-
dermined and a pervasive climate
of impunity for bigotry is being es-
tablished, this interpretation
seems not just unhelpful but
dangerous in its complacency.
The irony is that the last two
months have witnessed the emer-
gence of a remarkable political ef-
fervescence that defies all the
usual frameworks of definition. It
cannot be called a movement for
that word suggests something
coordinated and planned. Nor are
its objectives classifiable in the
usual terms. Having crystallised
around opposition to the CAA and
NRC, this new energy and socially-
rooted resolve is visible not only in
named places such as Shaheen
Bagh but also in numerous un-fa-
mous locations in campuses,
neighbourhoods, towns and cities

Celebration of a pivotal achievement

In trying to set the Delhi poll discourse to be based on its record AAP provided the Delhi voter a clear choice

SRINIVASAN RAMANI

ne of the more difficult
Othings to do in any election

since 2014 is to foreground
electoral issues related to what
they are supposed to be actually
about — the ability of the contend-
ing party to govern effectively. It
has been relatively less cumber-
some for opposing parties to make
amark in States where the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) has to stand
on its record, but far more difficult
for parties that are already in pow-
er to retain them. Only the Biju Ja-
nata Dal in Odisha, the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) in West Bengal
and the Telangana Rashtra Samiti
and All India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (in States where
the BJP is weak) have managed to
retain power and even these par-
ties, barring the TMC, had shied
away from taking a strong opposi-
tional position to the BJP.

Poll strategies

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
which has been a bugbear of the
BJP, not only retained power win-
ning 62 of the 70 seats in the Delhi
Assembly election, but also man-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

aged to nearly emulate its strong
performance in 2015 when it won
67 seats. This is a credit not only to
its governance record but also its
ability to turn the election into a
referendum on its tenure. The
BJP’s strongest point in recent
elections has been to set the ter-
rain of political discourse in the
run-up to the polls and force its
opponent to contest on those
grounds. Aiding this strategy has
been the BJP’s machine that pro-
vides it an organisational superior-
ity which is buttressed by financial
power unmatched by other
parties.

The run-up to the Delhi election
featured a no-holds barred cam-
paign by the BJP that sought to fo-
reground the cultural jingoist nar-
rative of the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA), the dilu-
tion of Article 370, and the demo-
nisation of the protests against the
CAA and the National Register of
Citizens embodied in the Shaheen
Bagh sit-in. The campaign strategy
was based on a calculus that had
worked before. The BJP had, only
in May 2019, managed to win
56.6% of the votes in Delhi, harp-
ing on the government’s decisive
action following the Pulwama ter-
ror attacks. In recent Assembly
elections, the deft use of Backward
Class politics had been combined
with the virulent use of the “Hin-
dutva” card and this had more of-
ten than not, worked in the BJP’s

favour. AAP, on the other hand,
had tried to position itself as a par-
ty that was evasive or malleable
with respect to ideology. Delhi
Chief Minister and AAP founder
Arvind Kejriwal has indeed articu-
lated the importance of taking on
the politics of hatred and commu-
nal differentiation, but his party’s
emphasis has largely been on his
government’s record on delivering
basic services to an urban electo-
rate without recourse to identitar-
ian biases. While doing so, AAP
did not seek to actively engage
with the BJP’s focal issues such as
the CAA/NRC and the nature of the
protests against this amendment.
Meanwhile the desperate and
reactive attempt by the BJP to re-
sort to calumny against AAP’s lea-
dership only backfired.

In trying to set the discourse
during the elections to be based
on its governance record, AAP
provided the Delhi voter a clear
choice — would they endorse the
steps taken by the regime or would
they judge it in terms set by the BJP
and its communal discourse? This

was a pivotal achievement by the
AAP and sets the party’s victory as
one achieved in much more diffi-
cult circumstances compared to
its triumph in 2015 or its strong fo-
ray into electoral politics in 2013,
graduating from a civil society led
movement against corruption.

Party trump cards

In 2015, AAP had managed to sway
the Delhi electorate and build a
multi-class coalitional support
base — of the urban poor and the
middle class with its promises of
delivering on a corruption and pa-
tronage free governance that
would reduce costs of basic servic-
es such as water supply and
electricity.

In 2020, it managed to retain
the support of this coalition
through actual delivery, by devot-
ing a significant portion of its bud-
get allocations to education,
health, water supply and sanita-
tion. The government’s emphasis
in bringing particular greater equi-
ty in primary education through
the ramping up of infrastructure
and better learning outcomes in
government schools, bringing bas-
ic primary health care to colonies
where the urban poor lived in the
form of “mohalla clinics” and
measures for affordable and safe
public transport paid great divi-
dends. This can indeed be a model
for other urban centres in the
country, provided the administra-

across India. This amazmg politi-
cal effervescence is raising ques-
tions about politics with a capital
P, reminding us that the bedrock
of citizenship is a shared sove-
reignty that we all inherit from the
founding moment of our republic.
Because it has successfully mobil-
ised this hitherto untouched yet
priceless political capital, this mo-
ment demands engagement in
terms far more serious than those
allowed by pragmatic self-preserv-
ing electoralism.

Congress’s options

This remarkable moment is also
one which ought to encourage the
INC to take more risks, since it is
now a party with little left to lose.
Its tale is perhaps without prece-
dent in modern world history — a
party which could effortlessly
command a 25% voteshare in the
world’s largest electorate, is now
on the verge of political irrele-
vance. If it is able to draw energy
from this moment to remake itself,
it may reclaim its rightful place in
our polity.

If they want to remain relevant
in the India of tomorrow, all the
non-BJP parties have to remind
themselves that politics has to be
about more than winning the next
election, however important that
may be as an immediate goal. For-
mulas that win elections may not
ensure long-term relevance. After
all, fascists can also make trains
run on time and provide regular
supplies of water and power. So, as
we celebrate the well-deserved
victory of the AAP, we must re-
mind ourselves that the other Del-
hi is still far away.

Satish Deshpande teaches Sociology at
Delhi University. The views expressed are
personal

tion in these cities are empowered
to allocate resources that would
address glaring needs for the
cities.

Yet, the lack of an ideological
core or even an attempt to take po-
sitions on various national and in-
ternational issues has disabled the
party’s ambition to grow beyond
the metropolitan borders of In-
dia’s National Capital Territory re-
gion and which has resulted in its
decline in the only State where it
made a mark beyond Delhi —
Punjab. The party started as a coa-
lition of technocrats/managers
who promised good governance
and social movement-oriented
ideologues who sought to resusci-
tate a flailing social democratic
space in the Indian polity. But the
split in 2015, that led to activists
like Yogendra Yadav and Prashant
Bhushan leaving the party, re-
duced it only to the former who
had to make the best of the limited
space in government in the Union
Territory in order to survive. To
the credit of Mr. Kejriwal and his
colleagues, their governance has
helped them retain public support
within Delhi, but there is still time
for the party to evolve if it needs to
expand beyond the capital region
and capture the imagination of
other progressive and liberal
minded people in the rest of the
country.

srinivasan.vr@thehindu.co.in

Toread more letters

The Delhi result

Has the Indian voter
attained maturity? I am
confident that this is
happening if one is to go by
recent trends in State
elections. It was only
recently that the ruling
party at the Centre
consolidated its position
with a massive majority.
But the opposite seems to
be happening with the State
polls: the voter appears to
be closing the door on the
ruling party. Is there a
realisation that the top
leadership of the ruling
party is only full of rhetoric
and there is no co-
ordination between what
they say and what happens?
The peace and tranquillity
of the country have been
disturbed by whimsical
policies.

It would not be an
exaggeration to say that
there is confusion and an
air of uncertainty. There
does not seem to be any
visible effects of
developmental
programmes. Following the
Delhi result, the Central

government should stop its
strategy of igniting
passions. The Indian
National Congress should
pull up its socks and work
with zeal and enthusiasm to
inform the electorate that it
is the only alternative that
can take the BJP head on.

ANANDA RAO MUKKALA,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

m AAP’s refreshing approach
to campaigning — purely
based on civics, completely
bereft of anything to do with
identity, religion or caste — is
unheard of in modern India,
even in Kerala, a State
considered progressive.
Indeed, the AAP’s biggest
unsaid contribution could
just be restoring faith in
politics, a profession often
associated with gangsters
and sycophancy. Another
most fascinating aspect of
the victory shown is
simmering anger and a
palpable distancing of the
younger generation from the
BJP’s medieval outlook. The
party’s greed for power is
now so unbridled and its
ambition so audacious that it

deliberately invoked the
most dangerous mantras to
befuddle people and create
hatred where none existed,
at least not in any significant
form.

Delhi is not just another State
or city. It is the heart of the
country. Let us hope that the
men who matter in this
country will hear the
heartbeats.

JAVVADI LAKSHMANA RAO,
Visakhapatnam

= Democracy is still alive.
Delhi is a miniature India
with diverse cultural and
cosmopolitan groups drawn
from all States of India. The
rejection of the BJP’s
electioneering gives those
who are genuinely interested
in the nation’s welfare hope.
Social and religious tolerance
has become a practical
necessity. The Delhi election
results have also established
emphatically the long
cherished ideas of cultural
pluralism in which a wide
variety of cultural forms and
religions coexist.

G. STANLEY JEYASINGH,
Nagercoil, Tamil Nadu

= The people of Delhi have
given a befitting reply to the
divisive politics employed by
the ruling party at the
Centre. Will the leadership
now understand that the
politics of hate and religion
does not cut ice especially in
an environment of
unemployment and
economic doom? Delhi
shows that elections can still
be fought and won on the
agenda of development
despite many provocations.
This should also serve as a
benchmark for future
election campaigns and
show the mirror to parties
that indulge in hate
mongering. The next test is
Bihar.

MAQSOOD HAIDER,
Noida

= AAP may have much to be
happy about but what
cannot be lost sight of is that
it has lost seats; the BJP has
improved its tally which
shows that its national
policies have still been
welcomed by the electorate.
The Congress has come a
cropper and has been almost

written off as a political
party. The absence of a
promising leader, the
absence of constructive and
positive work and the
inability to reconstruct the
party as there are no grass-
root level workers are all
evident.

V. LAKSHMANAN,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu

Leader denigration

It is unfortunate that leaders
make such unsavoury
comments about people who
fought for the freedom of the
country (OpEd page, “The
calumny against Gandhi”,
February 11) After critiquing
Nehru, it now seems to be
the tragic fate of the Father
of the Nation to suffer such
taunts. The freedom struggle
was neither an “adjustment”
nor a favour done by the
colonial masters to India.
Millions of freedom fighters
did not suffer imprisonment,
loss of family life, death,
bullets or lathicharges in vain
for such appalling
comments. Mahatma Gandhi
was one of the tallest world
leaders and he does not need
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any endorsement, good or
bad. Insulting national
leaders should be made
punishable in law.

H.N. RAMAKRISHNA,
Bengaluru

Asia and the Oscars

It is heartwarming that South
Korea’s Parasite, became the
first foreign film to win the
best picture and
international feature
category in the Oscars (‘Life’
page, February 11). Itis a
recognition to Asian films
also, which lay more
emphasis on familial bonds.
The changing trend of
Hollywood to include more
actors from other countries
and then award an Oscar is
proof that the world is truly
becoming a village. Indian
film-makers should
understand that though
cinema is a mass entertainer,
quality is important. Our
audience too has matured.
We also have a rich culture
and fine actors.

T. ANAND RAJ,

Chennai
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Six years on, Lokpal is a non-starter

The Delhi model of education

The AAP government believes that quality education is a necessity, not a luxury

SHAILENDRA SHARMA

Mahatma Gandhi secured the participa-
tion of thousands of households in the
freedom struggle when he launched the
civil disobedience movement. For ev-
ery household today, rich or poor, edu-
cation has the same relevance as salt
did in 1930. This is seen in the resound-
ing verdict given by the Delhi electorate
in the Assembly election to the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), which built its go-
vernance model around education.

In the last five years, the Delhi model
of education has caught the attention of
people in Delhi and beyond. For too
long, there have been two kinds of edu-
cation models in the country: one for
the classes and another for the masses.
The AAP government in Delhi sought to
bridge this gap. Its approach stems
from the belief that quality education is
a necessity, not a luxury. Hence, it built
a model which essentially has five ma-
jor components and is supported by
nearly 25% of the State Budget. The vali-
dation of this model now creates a path-
way for the next set of reforms.

Key components of the model
The first component of the education
model is the transformation of school
infrastructure. Dilapidated school
buildings that lack basic facilities not
only indicate the apathy of the govern-
ment, but also significantly lower the
motivation of teachers and the enthu-
siasm of students. The AAP government
sought to change this by building new,
aesthetically designed classrooms
equipped with furniture, smart boards,
staff rooms, auditoriums, laboratories,
libraries, sports facilities and so on.
The second component is the train-
ing of teachers and principals. Apart
from the fact that a forum was created
to encourage peer learning among
them, several opportunities were given
to teachers for their professional
growth. They visited Cambridge Un-
iversity; the National Institute of Educa-
tion, Singapore; IIM Ahmedabad; and
other models of excellence in India.
The exposure to new pedagogy and lea-
dership training enabled Delhi to gra-

A new approach

RAMESH SHARMA

dually move away from a uniform train-
ing model for all to learning from the
best practices in India and abroad.

The third component involved en-
gaging with the community by reconsti-
tuting school management committees
(SMC). The annual budget of each SMC
is ¥5-7 lakh. The SMCs can spend this
money on any material or activity, such
as even hiring teachers on a short-term
basis. Regular dialogue between teach-
ers and parents was initiated through
mega parent-teacher meetings. Guide-
lines are provided on how to engage
with parents. Invitations for meetings
are sent through FM radio, newspaper
advertisements, etc.

Four, there have been major curricu-
lar reforms in teaching learning. In
2016, the AAP government noted that
there was a nearly 50% failure rate in
Class 9 and admitted that the poor
foundational skills of children could be
the reason for it. Special initiatives to
ensure that all children learn to read,
write and do basic mathematics was
launched and made part of regular
teaching learning activities in schools.
Similarly, a ‘happiness curriculum’ was
introduced for all children between
nursery and Class 8 for their emotional
well-being. Further, an ‘entrepreneur-
ship mindset curriculum’ was intro-
duced to develop the problem-solving
and critical thinking abilities of chil-
dren in Classes 9 to 12. Apart from these
new curricular initiatives, the focus on
existing subjects too ensured better
performance in Board examinations by
Classes 10 and 12.

Fifth, there was no fee increase in
private schools. While the first four
components impacted nearly 34% of
children in Delhi’s government schools,
arbitrary fee hikes earlier impacted
about 40% children who go to private
schools. In the past, almost all the

on investment

For India and the U.S,, this will be critical to sustain
momentum coming out of a first trade deal

MARK LINSCOTT

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi
welcomes U.S. President Donald
Trump to India this month, the most
memorable images may well extend
beyond bear-hugging and a ‘Howdy
Trump’ rally. The two leaders are ex-
pected to sign a first-ever trade agree-
ment. On substance, the agreement
will not be a big one but that is beside
the point. A U.S.-India trade deal will
have historic significance, especially
if it ushers in a period of strong col-
laboration to advance a shared bilat-
eral trade agenda and effectively re-
solves troubles as they arise.

The restoration of India’s General-
ised System of Preferences benefits,
pricing of medical devices, and agri-
culture trade are all important, but
they are just the tip of the iceberg. If
the two sides continue efforts to
achieve incremental outcomes, the
start of negotiations on a comprehen-
sive free trade agreement (FTA) could
even be a credible scenario. Present-
ly, this is not the case.

Incremental outcomes

What might initial incremental out-
comes be? The most obvious candi-
dates are intellectual property rights
(IPR), digital trade, and investment.
Ideally there should be room to se-
riously consider better ways to en-
courage skilled professionals to work
in the other’s economy.

None of these areas will be easy.
That said, there are already some
shared interests. For example, India
invests in the U.S. and continues to
seek U.S. investment in India. Both
are grappling with the appropriate
scope and approach for regulating
electronic commerce issues in this
digital age. IPR has historically been
an area of contention between the
two, but discussions on IPR have pro-
gressed well in recent years.

With respect to investment issues,
specifically foreign direct investment
(FDI), this is an important moment to
do more to encourage it than simply
welcoming it. Ideally, the two sides
should move ahead to negotiate an
agreement on investment matters
that can provide greater transparen-
cy, predictability, and regulatory cer-
tainty to investors from the other
country. But it appears that the tradi-
tional approach through which coun-
tries pursue commitments on FDI,
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bilateral investment treaties, or
‘BITs’ (bilateral investment treaties)
is off the table. The Trump adminis-
tration has put a hold on negotiating
additional BITs and appears to be
suspicious of how well they balance
U.S. interests. The Indian govern-
ment is similarly sceptical of BITs,
having cancelled all existing ones
soon after it came into office.

A new approach

In fact, the two sides might find com-
mon ground in devising a new ap-
proach to investment issues, at least
until they resume their work on BITs.
A starting point should be to review
what they have done in their recent
FTAs. The recently concluded U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement contains
anovel approach on investment, not-
ably its abandonment of investor-
state dispute settlement with respect
to the U.S. and Canada. Similarly, the
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership, which India had been
negotiating with ASEAN, Australia,
China, Japan, Korea, and New Zea-
land, does not include investor-state
dispute settlement. While India
chose not to join the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership
when it was concluded at the end of
last year, it appears to have been on
board with the FTA’s investment
provisions.

A U.S.-India investment agreement
could focus on fair treatment for in-
vestors from the other country, regu-
latory transparency and predictabili-
ty, and approaches for resolving
concerns short of investor-state dis-
pute settlements. At a later stage,
most likely when the two are pre-
pared to negotiate a more compre-
hensive bilateral FTA, they can go
further on investment matters.

For now, however, they should fo-
cus on what is doable. A new, hybrid
approach on investment would be a
substantial step in the right direction.
It will be critical to sustain momen-
tum coming out of a first trade deal
when the two leaders meet in Delhi.
If India and the U.S. fail this test, the
trade relationship is more likely to
languish than blossom.

Mark Linscott is a Senior Fellow with the
South Asia Program at the Atlantic Council; a
Senior Adviser with The Asia Group; and a

former Assistant U.S. Trade Representative
for South and Central Asian Affairs
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schools increased their fee 8-15% an-
nually. The AAP government not only
ensured the refund of about 332 crore
to parents which was excessively
charged by private schools, it also en-
sured that any fee hike proposal was ex-
amined by authorised chartered ac-
countants. Thus, for two years no
school was allowed to raise its fee.

Agenda 2.0
In the words of Manish Sisodia, the
leader of the Delhi education model,
“having built the foundation of educa-
tion”, the focus now will shift to “educa-
tion as foundation”. Going forward,
there will be three key areas of reform
apart from consolidating the gains of
the past. First, the syllabus of Classes 1
to 8 will be reviewed to emphasise foun-
dational learning skills, the ‘happiness
curriculum’ and the ‘deshbhakti’ curri-
culum. Thus, apart from ensuring that
all children can fluently read, write and
do mathematics, the focus will be to
build emotional resilience in children
and ensure that they internalise our
core constitutional values by the time
they complete eight years of schooling.
Apart from that, early childhood care
and education will be deepened further
through Anganwadis. There will also be
nurseries in all government schools.
Second, a Delhi Education Board will
be set up to promote learning that en-
courages critical thinking, problem
solving and application of knowledge
among children. This will prepare them
to tackle the challenges of the 2Ist cen-
tury with an entrepreneurial mindset.
Additionally, for those who have grad-
uated from Delhi schools in the recent
past, programmes like spoken English,
soft skills and so on will be initiated to
raise their employability opportunities.
Third, specialised schools will be
created in each of the 29 zones of Delhi
to nurture the aptitude and talent of
children in the areas of science and
technology, literature and language, vi-
sual and performing arts, and sports.
Now that Delhi has decisively ack-
nowledged education as a top agenda of
governance, the natural expectation
from the government would be to en-
sure that all children get education that
passes the test of quality, opportunity
and equity.

Shailendra Sharma is Principal Advisor to
Director Education at Directorate of Education,
Government of NCT Delhi

The necessary rules, regulations and machinery are still not in place

ANJALI BHARDWAJ & AMRITA JOHRI

The massive public campaign in 2011
demanding an independent anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman resulted in the
passage of the Lokpal law. The political
dividend of the agitation was reaped at
the national level by the BJP, which vo-
ciferously supported the demand for an
effective Lokpal and rode to power in
2014 on the plank of anti-corruption.

More than six years after the Lokpal
law received the President’s assent, the
institution of the Lokpal is yet to play
any significant role in tackling corrup-
tion in the country. The manner in
which the Lokpal has been emasculat-
ed by the current regime closely mir-
rors the undermining of other institu-
tions of oversight and accountability.

The preambular statement of The
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 notes
that the law has been enacted to ensure
prompt and fair investigation and pro-
secution in cases of corruption against
public servants. The Lokpal was envi-
sioned to be independent. It was ac-
corded a high stature and given exten-
sive powers including the power to
inquire, investigate and prosecute acts
of corruption.

Delay in appointments
For more than five years, the chairper-
son and members of the Lokpal were
not appointed. The government
claimed that since no one could be re-
cognised as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LoP) after the 2014 general elec-
tion, the committee responsible for
selecting members of the Lokpal could
not be constituted. This malady could
have been easily remedied by either re-
cognising the leader of the single lar-
gest party in Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha as the LoP, or by amending the
Lokpal law to allow the leader of the lar-
gest Opposition party to be a member
of the committee in the absence of a re-
cognised LoP (this was done for the se-
lection committee of the CBI Director).
However, neither recourse was taken.
The chairperson and members of the
Lokpal were appointed only in March
2019 after a contempt petition was filed

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

in the Supreme Court following the fai-
lure of the government to comply with
the 2017 ruling of the court to initiate
the process of making appointments.

A truncated selection committee,
without the LoP, was set up. The Prime
Minister, Speaker, and the then Chief
Justice of India appointed Mukul Rohat-
gi, who had earlier served as Attorney
General of India during the BJP regime,
as the eminent jurist on the selection
panel. The leader of the largest Opposi-
tion party in the Lok Sabha was invited
for meetings of the selection committee
as a ‘special invitee’, which he declined
on grounds that it was mere tokenism.

The four-member selection commit-
tee, having a preponderance of repre-
sentatives of the ruling party with an in-
herent bias towards recommending
candidates favoured by the govern-
ment, selected the Chair and members
of the Lokpal. The manner in which the
appointments were made raised doubts
about the independence of the Lokpal
even before it became operational.

Despite the fracas over appoint-
ments, many had hoped that once con-
stituted, the Lokpal would nevertheless
be a significant oversight body to check
corruption and the arbitrary use of
power by the government. More than
10 months later, however, evidence sug-
gests that the Lokpal is a non-starter.
Till date, the government has not made
rules prescribing the form for filing
complaints to the Lokpal. The Central
government has also failed to formulate
rules regarding asset disclosure by pu-
blic servants.

In order to ensure independent and
credible action on allegations of cor-
ruption, the Lokpal was empowered
under the law to set up its own inquiry
wing headed by a Director of Inquiry
and its own prosecution wing headed
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by a Director of Prosecution. However,
information accessed under the Right
to Information Act has confirmed that
the inquiry and prosecution wings of
the anti-corruption ombudsman are yet
to be set up. The Lokpal has also not ap-
pointed the Director of Inquiry or Pro-
secution. Further, regulations which
the Lokpal was obligated to make under
the law are yet to be made, including
those specifying the manner and proce-
dure of conducting preliminary inquiry
and investigation.

The website of the Lokpal states that
it scrutinised 1,065 complaints received
till September 30, 2019 and disposed of
1,000. Since necessary procedures to
operationalise the law are yet to be put
in place, the legal veracity of the deci-
sions of the Lokpal could potentially be
challenged in a court of law.

Failure to meet expectations
Without the requisite rules, regulations
and machinery in place, it is not sur-
prising that the Lokpal has failed to
meet expectations. In recent times, the
only reason for the Lokpal being in the
news has been the resignation of'its jud-
icial member, Justice Dilip B. Bhosale,
for undisclosed reasons.

The failure to operationalise the Lok-
pal in an effective manner lays bare the
lack of political will of the BJP govern-
ment. It took nearly half a century for
the Lokpal law to be enacted from the
time the need for the oversight institu-
tion was first articulated. It is anybody’s
guess how much longer it will take be-
fore India has an effective, independent
and empowered Lokpal.

Anjali Bhardwaj and Amrita Johri are
transparency and anti-corruption activists
associated with the National Campaign for
Peoples’ Right to Information
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Kenya girl's odyssey ends

The odyssey of Kenya born Indian girl Ran-
jan Vaid - who had been refused entry to Bri-
tain and to her native country - ended last
night [February 10] at London’s Heathrow
Airport. The 21-year-old girl had been shut-

tled on one airline and then another, from

one country to another for an entire week
and a total of 17,000 miles before Britain yes-
terday finally decided to let her in for three
months. Ranjan burst into tears and col-
lapsed into the arms of her brother, Shanti-
lal, who greeted her at the airport. “She is
tired and hungry, she has been living on rolls
and coffee for a week. She has not slept for
48 hours,” he said. Although she holds a Brit-
ish passport, she was denied entry into Bri-
tain because Kenyan Asians also require an

entry certificate, which she did not have. Ke-
nya refused to take her back, because when
she left she failed to obtain a re-entry certif-

icate. Meanwhile some Kenyan Asians, who

work in an honorary capacity for the British

Electoral
dichotomy

Before Lok

No of constituencies in

Even as the BJP's tally in the 2020 Delhi Assembly election increased compared to
the 2015 polls, the party's vote share fell well short of the support it received in
Delhi in the 2019 Lok Sabha election. A look at the BJP's performance in 13 recent
Assembly elections shows that the party has been underperforming compared to the
support it garnered during the 2019 national election. By The Hindu Data Team

In comparison to its performance in States that went to polls in November-December 2018, the
Sabha polls "19 BJP's vote share in the 2019 Lok Sabha election was much higher

% vote share in

% vote share in

Vote share difference in the

which BJP contested Assembly election general election | two elections (in % points)
Chhattisgarh 90 32.97 51.42 -18.45
Madhya Pradesh 230 41.02 58.51 -17.5
Mizoram 39 8.29 5.83
Rajasthan 191 38.97 61.34
Telangana 18 7.07 19.75 -12.68

No of constituencies in
which BJP contested

Moreover, though in four States the Lok Sabha and Assembly elections were held on the same day,
the BJP registered fewer votes in the Assembly elections than it did in the same constituencies in
the Lok Sabha election

% vote sharein
general election

% vote share in
Assembly election

Vote share difference in the
two elections (in % points)

Sabha polls

No of constituencies in
which BJP contested

Andhra Pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh 57 50.86 57.51
QOdisha 146 32.49 38.74
Sikkim 12 4.06 5.56
After Lok The trend continued in the four Assembly elections after the BJP's return to power in the Centre — the

party witnessed a dip in its vote share compared to its performance in the 2019 Lok Sabha election

% vote share in
general election

% vote share in
Assembly election

Vote share difference in the
two elections (in % points)

Haryana

Maharashtra 100 4446 541
Jharkhand 73 34.62 55.59
Delhi 67 38.51 56.87

High Commission in Nairobi on Asian pro-
blems, have appealed to the British Home
Secretary, Mr. James Callaghan, to ease their
“desperate” situation by allowing them and
their colleagues to enter Britain.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEB. 12, 1920.
The Indian Science Congress.

The Indian Science Congress met at Nagpur
on 12-1-20 and the five succeeding days. This
was the seventh Congress and the previous
six sessions were held at Calcutta, Madras,
Allahabad, Bangalore, Lahore and Bombay
respectively. Nagpur is almost at the centre
of India and one has to go as near as Bombay
or Calcutta in order to reach that place.

On account of the visitation of plague, the
Managing Committee were forced to alter
the arrangements they had made for the
lodging and boarding of the delegates from
the various parts of the country. At the ele-
venth hour, the Madras and Gujarati dele-
gates were lodged at Roberton’s Bunga-
low—a
accommodated nearly forty delegates, the
Bengal delegates went to the Bengali school
and other makeshift arrangements had to be
made. The committee would have done bet-
ter if they had taken into their body one or
two representatives of the different Provinc-
es or at least consulted such people with re-
ference to accommodation, boarding etc. at
different stages. Much credit is due to Mr.
A.R. P. Iyer, the acting Government Agricul-
tural Chemist at Nagpur, for leaving no stone
unturned in looking to the convenience and
comfort of the Madras and Gujarat dele-
gates.
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