
“Are we happy to suppose that our 

children may never see an elephant 

except in a picture book?”
- David Attenborough
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INTRODUCING SSE
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1. Be able to define what sustainability is and how it relates to their your life.

2. Understand what energy companies like SSE are doing to help achieve the successful development, efficient
operation, and responsible ownership of energy infrastructure.

3. Be able to apply your knowledge of sustainability to develop a city of the future.

4. Develop your essential skills

There are 8 highly transferable skills one needs to be successful in any job and to support the application of technical 
skills and knowledge.

Introducing our aims



Which essential skills will this session focus on?

• During this session, you will have the opportunity to apply these essential skills in particular:

Working cooperatively with 

others towards achieving a 

shared goal

The oral transmission of 

information or ideas

• The Universal Framework breaks down these skills into 16 steps to help support an individual’s development.

The use of imagination and 

the generation of new ideas

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/universal-framework/listening


KEY DEFINITIONS
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Carbon

Carbon Neutral

Net-Zero

Carbon dioxide is a chemical compound that is 

released when certain fuels/resources are burned 

to produce electricity

Term used to describe the action of 

organisations, businesses and individuals taking 

action to remove as much carbon dioxide from 

the atmosphere as each put into it.

Net zero refers to the balance between the 

amount of greenhouse gas produced and the 

amount removed from the atmosphere. Net zero 

is met when the amount we add is no more than 

the amount taken away.



The Circular Economy - Video

Reuse, refurbish and repair



RECAP

Non-renewable
Non-renewable energy comes from sources 

that will run out or will not be replenished 

(topped up) in our lifetimes.

Renewable energy is generated from natural 

resources that are constantly replenished 

such as the sun, wind and water

Renewable vs non-renewable energy

Renewable



RENEWABLE ENERGY QUIZ
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In 2019, what percentage of electricity 

came from renewable sources in the UK 

and Ireland?



In 2019, what percentage of electricity 

came from gas-fired power stations in the 

UK and Ireland?



In 2020, what percentage of car registrations 

were from hybrid/electric cars in the UK and 

Ireland?



What percentage of energy will be generated 

by wind turbines by 2020 in the UK and 

Ireland?



In 2018, what percentage of the world’s 

electricity came from renewable energy 

sources?





1. Reduce carbon intensity of electricity 

generated by 60%

2. Help accommodate 10 million electric 

vehicles – building the infrastructure needed

3. Develop and build more renewable energy 

(trebling current output)

4. Paying staff a living wage & championing fair 

tax

Agreement by all the world’s nations on 

tackling climate change:

• To keep global temperatures "well below" 

2.0C (3.6F) above pre-industrial times

• To limit the amount of greenhouse gases 

emitted by human activity

• To review each country's contribution to 

cutting emissions

• For rich countries to help poorer nations 

adapt to climate change and switch to 

renewable energy.

SSE: 2030 Sustainability Goals The Paris Agreement (2016)







Living a sustainable life

You are responsible for building a city of the 

future which is both sustainable and 

prosperous. These three factors must be 

considered:

• Located by the sea (infrastructure 

will also be needed)

• Needs to accommodate 5 million 

residents

• Needs to contain a large business 

area (CBD)

Each team member will be responsible for a 

portfolio. Each team member needs to think 

how best to design the city in a sustainable 

way. 

You will need to come up with five 

pledges/policies (20 total) that you would 

introduce within your designated area of 

focus. 

Transport

Energy

Urban planning 

Food production

UN sustainable Development Goal 11 - Make cities and 

human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

I contribute to group decision 

making, encouraging others to 

contribute 

What does this mean?

I develop ideas by considering 

different perspectives.

What does this mean?

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/universal-framework-steps/teamwork-step-8
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/universal-framework-steps/creativity-step-10


Presentations 
I speak engagingly by using 

tone, expression and gesture 

to engage listeners

What does this mean?

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/universal-framework-steps/speaking-step-9


Reflections- Part 1

What could you do to live a more sustainable life?  

Pledge three things you can do to help with sustainability  - think about the following questions: 

What can you do to decrease your energy usage?

How can you support the use of renewable energy?



Group activityReflection - Part 2 

• Why might you need 

to encourage others 

to contribute? 

• How can you do this 

effectively? 

• Did you use tone, 

expression or gesture 

to make your speech 

engaging? 

• How do you choose 

the right tone? 

How did you demonstrate your essential skills today?

• How did you seek 

out or consider 

different 

perspectives? 

• How did you use 

these perspectives 

to improve your 

ideas? 



Activity
Time Allocation 

Guide

Starter – David Attenborough work 5 mins

Intro to SSE volunteers 5 mins 

Introduction to biodiversity 15 mins

Spotlight on Renewable Energy 10 mins

SSE & 2030 Goals 10 mins

Living a Sustainable Life – Part 1 10 mins

Living a sustainable life- Part 2 (Group task) 25 mins

Group Presentations 15 mins

Plenary 5 mins



Host Feedback

HOST FEEDBACK 
LINK

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3Dgw87leYcw0WCyR2EfjcjObGMOETsVBhOvJc3aVUOjD5UNkhJSkJEQldTNUlXNzNBRkVOTk1ZTDQ2OSQlQCN0PWcu&data=04%7C01%7C%7C52454204926f4ea8430408d89aa304e7%7Cbfe06753ddaf4f41bd5b27990164643d%7C1%7C0%7C637429372245568583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8gCMs0X6f8Dvkw6OdM4M55LBU5B45md%2FGRJYQ8H5Upw%3D&reserved=0

