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Can Artificial Intelligence be deployed to help treat people and improve the life 

chances of those with a range of illnesses?  

The healthcare sector has found the power in AI using data to formulate 

conclusions. There have been some fantastic examples of AI analysing large 

amounts of data through electronic health records to help with disease 

prevention and diagnosis.  

Read below to learn about two specific examples that showcase how AI is 

improving healthcare around the world. 

Mobile phone app – Streams 

This app ensures that the correct data goes to the right medical professional at 

the right time. Like a news alert on your mobile, the app sends a notification to 

docots and nurses immediately when tests results show a patient is at risk of 

becoming very ill. This app then determines what they need to do to take further 

immediate action.  

Example: After complications during labour, Sarah developed an infection in her 

blood. Using data from her blood test, Streams detected a problem with her 

kidney. An alert was sent directly to a kidney specialist and subsequently 

provided expert guidance and support.  
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Microsoft Hanover project 

Project Hanover is the name given by Microsoft on its quest to help ‘solve’ 

cancer. There are several exciting initiatives under this project. 

There are currently hundreds of new cancer drugs being developed around the 

world. Doctors treat patients by trying to figure out the best possible drugs for 

each specific form of cancer. There are just too many drug combinations and 

scientific studies to choose from! Using AI, software can analyse the data and can 

help doctors by telling them which combination of drugs to use. These processes 

help speed up the decision making and help more patients! 

 

Is this the future of health? Check out this video 
produced by The Economist as they explore the 
latest trends in healthcare and AI.  
 

Scan me!  

Questions to think about 

(1) What are some of the advantages of using AI 

when thinking about healthcare? 

 

(2) What are some of the possible dangers when 

thinking about some of the examples? 

 

(3) Do you think robots will take over from 

doctors in the future? 


