A letten ta the peaple of the Discese of Worcester

Creating a Safe Environment

God of endless love,

ever caring, ever strong

your only Son

was delivered into the hands of the wicked,
yet healed us with the blood of his cross.

My dear friends in Christ,

These are the opening words
of a Prayer for Victims which
has been on our diocesan
website since the Spring of
2002. For many years, but
most especially these past two
years, we have been meeting
with victims of child sexual

abuse and sharing with them the pain and
suffering of their life stories. During these
difficult times, our focus was on each person, as
we sought to bring healing and justice to those in
need to the best of our ability. Now it's time to
step back and look at what he have learned over

From 1950 through 2003

Total Allegations: 112:
Substantiated: 48
Credible:31
Unsubstantiated: 31
False: 2

(categories from national

study -see addendum)

Allegations made against 43
diocesan priests and 2
priests from outside the
diocese.

From 1950 - 2003 there were
1506 priests in the Diocese
of Worcester including 755
diocesan (incardinated)
priests as well as religious
order priests and priests from
other dioceses (externs).

these recent years, as we
seek to restore a trust that
has been seriously broken by
this tragedy. As I make this
report, however, | am
conscious of how heavy my
heart and yours have
become in dealing with this
terrible reality. Yet we are,
and must be, a people of
hope, and this report and the
work of our various healing
ministries offer assurance
that we are on the road,
albeit the beginning, towards
recovery and peace. We
cannot change history, but
we are doing all we can to
make certain that it will not
be repeated. [ invite you to

learn more by reviewing this report as well as
the charter audits and other reports from the
diocese on this issue.

I am grateful for the report that has been issued
by the District Attorney's office regarding this

issue. The nature and scope of his report varies
somewhat from that of the more specific focus
of the U.S. Bishops' Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People and their associated
studies. The national and local analysis by the
Church has been focused specifically on the
abuse of minors over the years. However, many
similar trends are apparent which I will discuss
further in this report. You will see that our
numbers vary somewhat from the District
Attorney’s report, but every allegation we have
ever received has been shared with his office.

When reviewing any funds expended over the
years in dealing with abuse of minors, I wish to
underscore the fact that the source of funds for
any settlement, therapeutic response, or legal
fees was the Bishop's discretionary funds. The
Bishop's discretionary funds come from a

variety of non-designated
sources including
bequests, specific
donations for the bishop's
use, earnings on
undesignated funds
and/or operational gains
from years past. As we
have published over the
past few years in our
financial reports, no
donations to the Bishop's
Fund, or parish

1950-2003 Compensation to
Victims in Settlements:
$2,280,833 total
($1,469,000 from insurance,
$811,833 from the diocese)

Additional $185,879 in victim
counseling, services and
therapy reimbursements

Therapy for priests during that
same period: $53,453

Average legal fees since
1990: $23,880 per year

contributions to the

diocese known as the cathedraticum, or gifts to
the Forward in Faith capital campaign were used
for anything other than their designated purpose.
Please refer to the last two fiscal reports posted
on our website, www.worcesterdiocese.org.

May the gentle Jesus
join to his own suffering,
the pains of those abused

by priests who have betrayed your love,

and servants of your Church,
whose sin has brought us shame.

In January, the national audit
the Charter for the Protection

of each diocese on
of Children and

Young People found our diocese in compliance




with all its elements. That audit focused on
having effective responses in place since 2002.
Following the spirit of the U. S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, | want to share with you what
we have learned in undertaking the most
comprehensive analysis of this broken trust
between some offending clergy and the faithful.
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are nonetheless of this
world. As such, it faces
many of the same challenges as other
organizations. We know of no study being
conducted at this time and being publicly shared
by other social service, non-profit, or public
agencies, which has such an in-depth analysis of

this problem. I am sure that it will be of help to
others outside the church as we look at trends
and profiles. For instance, although the media
generally refer to "pedophile" abusers, (those
who abused prepubescent children) the larger
percentage of the

Of the 45 priests against
whom reports were made to
the Diocese, 80% would be

classified as ephebophile.

allegations we received
involved activities by
"ephebophile" abusers
(those who abused post-

pubescent youth) with
teenage boys. We must understand this, as we
continue vigorous screening of those interested
in the priesthood, and to make improvements in
training programs in seminaries, general
employment screening, and determining the best
policies for those removed from ministry.

By presenting this report to you, I hope to
promote healing for those who have been abused
while remaining cognizant of the rights of those
who have been accused but face no process to
defend themselves. This applies, in particular, to
those who died before any such allegations were
brought to light. We will continue to do all we
can to promote healing for those who bring to us
substantive allegations of abuse, and put in place
additional protections for the safety of children
and young people in our care. We must also
respect the civil rights due to every American
citizen as well as the canonical rights of those
who face allegations well past the statute of
limitations. Although I believe that Church

leaders have not
consciously put a
child in harm's way

Disciplines taken by 3 successive
bishops from 1960 - 2003

in dealing with this
issue over the years,
the steps we have
been taking,
including
mandatory CORI
checks and safe
environment
training for all
employees and
volunteers, ensure
that the safety of
children in our care
is of paramount
concern.

Placed on 20
administrative leave
with no public ministry:

Placed on sick leave 2
with no public ministry

Retired with no public | 7 (4 now
ministry deceased)
Previously 1

excardinated, now
have no public
ministry

Allegation withdrawn 3

Deceased at time of 12
allegation, no action
possible

Total: 45
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May Christ hear the cries of those abused,

may he quell their restless fears with faith in your
protection,

their doubt, with confidence in your love,

and all rage with trust in your healing mercy.

In an effort to promote healing we must move
forward by continuing to offer the emotional,
physical and spiritual support now coordinated
by our Office for Healing and Prevention to

those who chose to come to the Church for help.

We must also pray for anyone who has been
harmed by a minister of the Church.

Grant all Shepherds of his Church
the compassion fo protect his lambs,
the strength to guide his flock,

and the wisdom to model their lives
on Christ, the Good Shepherd.

This crisis also coincides with diminished
numbers of candidates for the priesthood.
Though we have been blessed with new
vocations over the past decade, we know that
those numbers cannot keep up with the number
of priests who face retirement or illness in the
coming years. Although it is scandalous when
even one priest harmed a child in any way, the
vast majority of priests continued to dedicate

their lives to the care of our families, our friends

and our neighbors. Our Holy Father has already
made it clear that "there is no place in the
priesthood and religious life for those who
would harm the young. " (Papal address to US
Cardinals, April 23, 2002) To move beyond

this, we must look to the Holy Father's words in

that same address when he said "Neither should
we forget the immense spiritual, human and
social good that the vast majority of priests and
religious in the United States have done and are
still doing..." Their contribution is never more
important to us than in the celebration of the
Eucharist. The General Instruction of the Roman
Missal notes: "When he [the priest] celebrates
the Eucharist, therefore, he must serve God and
the people with dignity and humility, and by his
bearing and by the way he says the divine
words, he must convey to the faithful the living
presence of Christ." (para. 93, The General
Instruction of the Roman Missal). That continues
to be a demanding call, which can only be done
with the full-hearted and prayerful support of all
our people.

God of justice and compassion,
protect all children from abuse,
and deliver us from hate.

May we seek only justice and truth,
and trust in your unending mercy.

We ask this through the same Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+14. .0 P%

Most Rev. Daniel P. Reilly
Bishop of Worcester

Analysis of all priests from 1950 - 2003 - (note: all living priests with standing allegations were

removed from public ministry)

Eadmin leave:20
Osick leave:2
Oretired: 7
Hleft: 1
COallegation

withdrawn: 3
Bdeceased: 12

Eno allegation: 710
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Key to understanding Allegations
(categories as used for John Jay School of Criminal Justice Study commissioned by the USCCB)

Substantiated allegations

Allegations whereby victims met with diocesan officials, and/or where allegations may have also been made directly to law enforcement
officials, andlor where the evidence indicated that a settlement or therapy should be offered to the victim by the diocese, and/or where
similar allegations were previously made by others about the same priest.

Credible allegations
Allegations whereby victims chose not to meet with diocesan officials but may have made a report to law enforcement officials, and/or
where similar allegations were previously made by others about the same priest.

Unsubstantiated allegations

Allegations whereby victims did not personally meet with diocesan officials or law enforcement officials but perhaps sent a letter to one or
the other, or made a phone call to same, and/or where a letter of complaint was received from an attorney and was never followed up,
and/or where a victim's name has not been given.

False allegations
Allegations which were withdrawn or where the facts offered to diocesan officials were clearly disproven.

Chart indicating the years when alleged abuse began or occurred.

Allegations by minors against clerics in S-year blocks, 1950-2003 - Males Females
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